
 

 

Sudan: Hundreds of Protesters Arrested: Free or Charge Detainees; End 

Abuse of Critics 

 

(Nairobi, January 18, 2019) – Security officials in Sudan have killed dozens of protesters and 

rounded up hundreds since widespread anti-austerity protests began on December 19, 2018, four 

organizations said today. Sudanese authorities should immediately release or charge those 

detained in relation to the ongoing protests, four organizations said today. 

 

Those arrested include protesters, journalists, doctors, lawyers, and opposition party leaders. On 

January 7, 2019, the interior minister said that at least 816 people had been arrested during the 

protests across the country. The number is most likely far greater since many people have also 

been detained for short periods and released. Many of those arrested remain in incommunicado 

detention, without access to family or lawyer visits.  

 

“The number of arbitrary arrests related to the recent protests is huge, and the government seems 

intent on pursuing more arrests, repression, and other abuses as long as the protests continue,” 

said Mossaad Mohammed Ali, executive director of the African Centre for Justice and Peace 

Studies (ACJPS).  

 

The other three organizations are Human Rights Watch, the International Refugee Rights 

Initiative, and the Al-Khatim Adlan Centre for Enlightenment and Human Development.  

 

On January 8, National Security and Intelligence Service (NISS) officials arrested Salih 

Mahmoud Osman, a prominent human rights activist and Communist party member, at his law 

offices. NISS confirmed two days later that he was in custody, and his family has been told that 

no visits will be allowed for two weeks.  

 

“We are worried about his health and even his life because he is suffering from hypertension and 

diabetes,” his family said in a statement. “We call on the international community to advocate 

for his immediate release.” 

 

Others arrested include Masoud Mohamed el-Hassan and 88-year-old Siddig Yousif, both 

Communist party members, and Sudan Congress party leaders including Omer el-Digair. 

Mohamed Naji Al-Assam and Ahmed Rabi of the Sudanese Professionals Association’ 

Secretariat were arrested and detained on January 4 and 5, respectively. Adila Al Zaibaq and 

Sumaia Isaaq, activists with the Sudanese Women’s Union (SWU), were arrested on December 

25 and remain in detention. Ihsan Figiri, Amal Jabralla, Ahmed El- Sheikh, and Najeeb Najm El-

Din, leaders of the Sudan Doctors Syndicate, are also detained. 

 

NISS officers have also detained hospital patients. On January 5, a group of 12 security force 

members arrested Yasser Ali Elsir, 57, at his home where he was recuperating after being shot in 

the chest by a sniper on December 25. Elsir spent nine days in a hospital. Family members said 

in a statement the security forces are detaining him in an unknown location and will not allow 

him to travel although he requires further surgery outside the country.  

http://www.acjps.org/sudan-activists-targeted-with-arbitrary-arrest-and-incommunicado-detention-whilst-the-media-remains-restricted-amidst-crackdown-on-december-2018-peaceful-protest/


 

Doctors’ associations reported additional detentions of doctors and violence against medical 

professionals and patients, especially on January 9 during protests in Omdurman. On January 11, 

Dr. Alfatih Omer Elsid, the manager of Tuga private hospital, was arrested while on his way to 

the mosque in Khartoum. He was arrested, the Sudan Doctors Syndicate said, after he announced 

that his hospital will provide free medical services to injured protesters. On January 13, Dr. Hiba 

Omer Ibrahim, a surgeon and mother of five, was arrested and held by NISS in an unknown 

location. 

 

Dr. Alaa Nugdallah, the head of the Sudanese Surgeons' Association, was arrested on January 14 

at his office in Khartoum. The association issued a statement on January 13 warning of a 

nationwide strike if detained doctors were not released in 24 hours. 

 

In addition, the NISS is detaining more than 40 Darfuri students whom they have accused 

publicly of being part of a “sabotage cell,” news reported. Under the 2010 national security laws, 

the NISS may detain people for up to four and a half months without judicial review. The abuse 

of detainees in NISS custody, including torture, is well documented and all detainees in the 

agency’s custody are at risk of such ill-treatment. 

 

Authorities should make known the names and whereabouts of all detainees and either charge 

them with an internationally recognized criminal offense, upholding due process protections, or 

release them at once, the organizations said.  

 

“Violence won’t help Sudan overcome its many problems,” said Jehanne Henry, associate Africa 

director at Human Rights Watch. “Rather than using violence and abuses to clamp down on 

dissent, Sudan needs to engage peacefully with protesters’ concerns.”  

 

Signatory organizations 

African Centre for Justice and Peace Studies 

Human Rights Watch  

International Refugee Rights Initiative  

Al Khatim Adlan Centre for Enlightenment and Human Development 

 

For more Human Rights Watch reporting on Sudan, please visit: 
https://www.hrw.org/africa/sudan  

 

For more on African Centre for Justice and Peace Studies, please visit: 

http://www.acjps.org/  

 

For more on International Refugee Rights Initiative, please visit: 

http://www.refugee-rights.org 

 

For more on Al Khatim Adlan Centre for Enlightenment and Human Development, please 

visit: 

https://www.kacesudan.org/en/ 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/01/10/bloody-day-protest-sudan
https://www.hrw.org/africa/sudan
http://www.acjps.org/
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.refugee-rights.org&data=02%7C01%7Chenryj%40hrw.org%7C2402a566162548608d2508d67c9e55f0%7C2eb79de4d8044273a6e64b3188855f66%7C1%7C0%7C636833416841038036&sdata=cdT1oHkkXK27Lqmrrp98oBUgOKR%2F2QMwuUiScor4qgc%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kacesudan.org%2Fen%2F&data=02%7C01%7Chenryj%40hrw.org%7C2402a566162548608d2508d67c9e55f0%7C2eb79de4d8044273a6e64b3188855f66%7C1%7C0%7C636833416841038036&sdata=a9lWIWs5jNVZV1DftkGu45MFIY7zHxWYR7OCm1dtiqY%3D&reserved=0


 

 

For more information, please contact: 

In Nairobi, Jehanne Henry for Human Rights Watch, (English): +1-917-443-2724 (mobile); 

or henryj@hrw.org. Twitter: @jehannehenry 

In Kampala, Mossaad Ali for African Centre for Justice and Peace Studies: +256 779 584 542 

(mobile) 

In Kampala, Olivia Bueno for International Refugee Rights Initiative: +256 788 112 499 

(mobile) 
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