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Feature: Post-Election Repression Unchecked 

 
On 26 April, the National Elections Commission (NEC) announced that the incumbent President 
Omar al-Bashir had been re-elected by a 68.24 majority. In the North, National Congress Party (NCP) 
candidates at local and parliamentary levels were elected by a landslide, but in elections that were 
marred by procedural and technical irregularities.  

 
Despite the election win, the NCP is feeling threatened domestically as major opposition voices have 
rejected the election results. In addition, external pressure – particularly from traditionally 
sympathetic African and Arab leaders – has undermined legitimacy. The NCP’s response has been to 
close the very narrow window of political openness allowed during the campaign period for political 
parties to organise and campaign. In the past several weeks, the African Centre for Justice and Peace 
Studies has observed several incidents of arbitrary arrest, torture, and deaths in police custody. 
Taken together, these incidents are evidence of a serious crackdown.  
 
These developments are all the more troubling in light of the imminent end of Sudan’s interim 
period with the 2011 referendum for self determination in the South. Over the past five years, the 
NCP has been forced under the framework of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) to extend 
political space to the opposition forces within Sudan. The elections, however, signaled the sunset of 
the agreement. The focus by the Sudan Peoples’ Liberation Movement (SPLM) and the international 
community on the referendum has reduced pressure on the NCP to continue to alternate signals of 
openness and repression. The reduction of the CPA’s programme of national transformation to a 
narrow focus on the referendum has opened the door to this NCP crackdown.  
 
In this context, there is an immense danger that repression may worsen.  The Interim National 
Constitution (INC) of 2005 included significant safeguards for internationally recognised human 



rights. The INC is only binding throughout the interim period, and will have to be renegotiated for 
either the possibility of unity, or the more probable case of secession. A less favourable constitution 
would likely further strengthen repression.  
 
The actions taken by the NCP in silencing opposition voices and targeting political leaders, human 
rights defenders and civil society have sent clear signals to the human rights community within 
Sudan and had public repercussions.  On 15 May, National Intelligence and Security Service (NISS) 
members in armed cars arrested Dr. Hassan Al Turabi, 
leader of the Popular Congress Party (PCP), from his home 
in Khartoum. While the reasons for his arrest remain 
murky, it is likely that it was sparked by an interview given 
to Akhbar Alyoum newspaper in which Turabi accused the 
NCP of rigging elections and corruption, and threatened to 
publish proof of these allegations. NISS agents later 
invaded and occupied the Rai Alshaab newspaper, seen as 
closely aligned with the PCP. The operation was carried 
out by the orders of NISS Director General Mohamed Atta, 
under Articles 25 (d) of the National Security Act of 2010 
and 26 (a and b) of the Press and Publications Act of 2009. 
NISS agents broke down the doors, closed the building, 
confiscated materials and prevented journalists from 
entering. Security agents arrested Alnagi Dahab, wŀƛ !ƭǎƘŀŀōΩǎ manager and editors Ashraf Abd 
Alaziz, Abazer Ali Alamin, and Abo Bakr Alsamani. In addition, General Atta issued a decree to the 
NISS to seize the property and liquidate the assets of Alnawda for Media and Press Company, the 
publisher of Rai Alshaab.  
 
The four arrested journalists were detained in an unknown location before being transferred to 
Kober Prison, in Khartoum North. Editor Abazer Ali Alamin (pictured above) was subjected to 
torture, including electric shock resulting in the loss of consciousness. He is currently being held in 
the “crimes against the state” section of the prison, and faces serious charges of undermining the 
regime and waging war against the state. Abazer Ali Alamin reported to his lawyer that the other 
three detainees, Alnagi Dahab, Ashraf Abd Alaziz, and Abo Bakr Alsamani were also being held in the 
“crimes against the state” section, and that when he saw them in the state security offices all had 
clear signs of torture. At the time of writing, three had yet to receive a lawyer or have access to their 
families.   
 
Dr. Turabi was held in solitary confinement in Kober prison. His family was unable to visit him until 
20 May, and expressed concerns over his welfare and health. He began a hunger strike to protest 
the conditions of his detention, and was held in a cell with unregulated air conditioning. The PCP 
reported that a week after Turabi’s arrest, he had yet to meet with a lawyer or be informed of 
charges against him. State security agents refused to receive a memorandum from Sudanese lawyers 
on Dr. Turabi’s behalf on 20 May.  
 
On 19 May, three NISS officers visited the offices of the newspaper Ajras Alhurria, which is perceived 
as aligned with the SPLM. The officers demanded to see the following day’s edition, and ordered 
that six out of 12 of the pages of the newspaper be deleted. Much of the material censored by NISS 
agents regarded commentary on the arrest of Turabi and the closure of the Rai Alshaab newspaper 
and arrest of members of its staff. Other articles censored included news critical of the attack on civil 
liberties in Sudan 
.  

 



On 20 May, NISS officers arrested Farouq abu Issa, a prominent 73-year old lawyer and the 
spokesperson of the Juba Forces Alliance, from his home in the Alriadh area of Khartoum. The 
Alliance boycotted the elections and expressed intentions to boycott the results. He was taken to an 
unknown location and released later that evening. Mr. abu Issa was Secretary General of the Arab 
Lawyers’ Union from 1983 – 2003. In 1989, he was forced into exile due to his activities as 
spokesperson of the National Democratic Alliance after the coup that brought President Bashir to 
power. After the signing of the CPA in 2005, he returned to Sudan and joined the Interim National 
Assembly.  
 
That same day, Albaquir Al-Afif Mukhtar was detained while at the airport in Khartoum en route to 
the United Kingdom. Dr. Mukhtar is the Director of the Tamam network, a coalition of over 120 civil 
society groups who monitored the elections, and the Alkhatim Adlan Center for Enlightenment and 
Human Development. Security agents took Dr. Mukhtar to their offices and confiscated his passport. 
He was questioned before later being released with his passport and being allowed to travel.  
 
On 25 May, police forces at the Dalanj University in South Kordofan fired live ammunition and tear 
gas into a crowd of demonstrating students, killing two and injuring at least 20. Though the exact 
reasons for the demonstration remain unclear, many have reported that the peaceful protests were 
in response to the Student Support Fund’s management university dormitories and alleged 
misconduct. The Students Support Fund, a campus organisation influenced by the National Congress 
Party (NCP), had assumed administrative control over the dormitories. Through their roles as 
administrators of the dormitories, the Students Support Fund has been able to control student 
activities and raise funds.  
 
On 24 May, an unknown armed group broke up an engagement party in the female dormitories at 
the request of a dormitory supervisor, beating the women with iron sticks. The gang is believed to be 
affiliated with the Students Support Fund. A third year student in the Faculty of Science, Halima 
Musa, was seriously injured and later died after being denied medical care by the Students Support 
Fund and the dormitory administration. The offices of the Students Support Fund were ransacked 
following Ms. Musa’s untimely death. The following day, Dalnaj University students, calling 
themselves the “Support the Students Fund” gathered to demonstrate in solidarity with their 
colleagues and to protest the Students Support Fund’s actions. Police forces from Dalnaj City broke 
up the demonstration by firing into the crowd and using tear gas. Two students killed were Saadiah 
Mohamed, Faculty of Social Development, 4th year, and Musa Mohamed Musa, Faculty of Science, 
3rd Year.  At least 20 students who attended the protests were injured. 
 
As a whole, these attacks on liberties are seen as an effort by the NCP to draw a line in the sand. If 
they are a signal of what is to come from the regime, this would constitute a major concern. Amidst 
the constellation of problems facing Sudan, the need to maintain political space and human rights 
protections in the North must not be ignored.  

Monitoring Report 

Overview  

 
The past six months have been dense with political developments in Sudan. The country saw the first 
multiparty elections since 1986, a ceasefire with Darfur’s most militarily capable fighting group, the 
Justice and Equality Movement (JEM), was signed and then collapsed, and a renewed focus was 
placed on the International Criminal Court (ICC) with the issuance of the ICC’s judicial finding on 
Sudanese state non-cooperation. The ICC’s Review Conference of the Rome Statute was held in 



Kampala, Uganda, in early June, and the prosecutor’s address to the Security Council provided 
additional points of focus.  
 
This past monitoring period of December – May showed troubling restrictions on fundamental 
rights, and clear violations in attacks made throughout the country in direct connection to the 
electoral process and its results.  

Political Developments   

 
The Registration Period in Sudan: Flaws and Inaccessibility 

 

Registration for national elections began on 1 November. Originally intended to end on 30 
November, the process was extended one week until 7 December following complaints to the NEC 
by election stakeholders over initial low figures and the NEC’s poor preparations. The registration 
was a critical first step in the electoral process. It occurred against the backdrop of a contentious 
political environment marked by obstruction of peaceful political activities and human rights abuses. 
The African Centre for Justice and Peace Studies monitored the registration process, and observed 
serious flaws in technical elements of registration, as well as illegal registration of individuals, 
impediments in access to registration, political obstruction of registration monitoring, and 
manipulation following the registration process.1 Much of Darfur was not registered, with many IDP 
camps and rebel held areas inaccessible. Some Darfuris chose not to register due to distrust in the 
process and fear of armed security agents present at registration centres. 

 
Political Deadlock and Compromise between the NCP and the SPLM  

 

On 6 December, the Juba Declaration Forces announced their intention to deliver a memorandum to 
Parliament demanding implementation of the CPA and legislative reform, the end of impunity in 
Darfur, revision of the census, and free and fair elections. Though the Juba Declaration Forces had 
declared that the demonstrations were to be peaceful, heavily armed riot police lined the streets of 
Khartoum in the early morning the following day, blocking the roads to political parties’ 
headquarters and parliament. Rubber bullets and tear gas were fired into the crowd, and security 
agents confiscated the cameras of international media. Over 250 people were arrested in Khartoum, 
including Pagan Amum, the SPLM’s Secretary General, Abbas Jumma, the SPLM Minister of the 
Interior, and Yasir Arman, the SPLM’s Deputy Secretary General and later Presidential candidate. 
Protests also took place in Port Sudan, Gedaref, Kassala, El Fasher, and other major cities. 

 

Following the protests, tensions between the NCP and the SPLM surged in early December. The 
SPLM boycotted Parliament, and crisis talks between the NCP and SPLM were held on 10 – 13 
December. A breakthrough was reached on 13 December with the announcement of legislation 
governing the referenda in the South and Abyei (requiring a 60% voter turnout and providing for 
secession by simple majority), a code of conduct of for the popular consultations in the transitional 
areas, and criteria for voter eligibility in Abyei. All three bills were tabled in Parliament on 15 
December, and the referendum bill was passed on 20 December.  Of the bill, a senior NCP aide 
stated in early January that gaps in the referendum bill raised risks of renewed North-South conflict. 
On 19 January, Bashir stated that the NCP favoured unity, but would respect secession.  

                                                           
1 “Building on a Cracked Foundation: An Analysis of the Election Registration Process in Sudan and its Impact 

on the Potential for Fair and Free Elections”, The African Centre for Justice and Peace Studies, 9 February 2010.  
 

http://www.acjps.org/Publications/Building%20on%20a%20Cracked%20Foundation2-9-10.pdf
http://www.acjps.org/Publications/Building%20on%20a%20Cracked%20Foundation2-9-10.pdf


 
Progress was made in talks between the NCP and SPLM over the disputed census. On 26 February, 
the parties announced an agreement to increase seats for Southern Parties in the legislature by 40 
(26%), and to hold a census recount in South Kordofan.  
 

Passage of the National Security Act 
 
On 21 December 2009, the National Assembly passed the National Security Act via the NCP’s 
mechanical majority. The new act contains several articles that are in clear violation of Sudan's 
interim constitution of 2005. 10 years later, the 2009 NISS Act is all too similar to the 1999 legislation 
governing the NISS, which gave security officers unrestricted power to search, arrest and detain 
individuals. The SPLM voted against the bill, while other opposition parties’ representatives – 
including the National Democratic Alliance, the Eastern Front, and the Beja Conference – walked out 
in protest.  Of the bill, Yasir Arman, who was the SPLM’s then-Presidential candidate, stated that the 
country was effectively being run under emergency law and that the passage of the act constitutes 
“a bad sign” for any fair and free elections.2 
 

The Electoral Process and the Aftermath 
 
The multiparty elections took place from 11 – 15 April, and were seen as a critical benchmark of the 
CPA. Elections had been conceived within the CPA as a mechanism for addressing the root causes of 
the conflict between North and South – mainly the exclusion of Sudanese citizens from political 
participation – and also to lend popular support to the 2011 referendum and ensure that the process 
of unity, or separation, be overseen by a democratically elected government.  
 
Believing that the elections had no potential to be free and fair, the SPLM withdrew its candidate for 
President, Yasir Armum, as well as all parliamentary candidates in Darfur from contestation on 31 
March. Several opposition parties followed suit on 1 April and boycotted elections. In retaliation, 
President Bashir cancelled a meeting to be held with South Sudan President Salva Kiir, and 
threatened to delay the referendum process.   
 
However, the voting was marred by widespread irregularities including the use of improper elections 
materials, to physical intimidation to the improper treatment of ballot results and inadequate 
verification of election procedures. Monitoring conducted by the African Centre for Justice and 
Peace Studies culminated in the report “Shifting through Shattered Hopes: Assessing the Electoral 
Process in Sudan”.  
 
In the end, the NCP won seats in all northern states other than Blue Nile, and SPLM candidates were 
elected in 9 out of 10 gubernatorial seats in South Sudan. On 22 April, the SPLM agreed to cooperate 
with the NCP to avoid the renewal of conflict. Since the elections, the NCP has felt intense pressure 
both domestically and internationally for a fair and free referendum and CPA fulfillment.  
 
On 30 May, President Bashir dissolved his former cabinet to form a new one, though it was made up 
of many of the same members.  

 
Mixed Outcomes of the Doha Peace Process and Conflict in Jebel Marra 

 
Overall, insecurity in Darfur increased in this period. A warming relationship between Chad and 
Sudan promoted initial progress with JEM, with each country pledging to cease hosting each other’s 

                                                           
2 Sudan’s SPLM calls new security law a ‘bad sign’, The Sudan Tribune, 20 December 2009 
 

http://www.acjps.org/Publications/Reports/2010/Assessing_Elections_in_Sudan.pdf
http://www.acjps.org/Publications/Reports/2010/Assessing_Elections_in_Sudan.pdf


militant groups. On 8-9 January, Presidents Idriss Deby of Chad and Omar al-Bashir of Sudan met in 
Khartoum. Chadian President Idriss Deby assisted in facilitating negotiations between JEM and the 
NCP and Bashir began to gradually relocate Chadian rebels further away from the border. On 19 
May, the leader of JEM, Khalil Ibrahim, was prevented from entering Chad via a journey from Libya 
to Sudan, and was extradited to Libya. This was seen as an effort by Chad to pressure JEM into 
resuming participation in peace talks.  
 
The Doha Peace Process, scheduled to begin on 16 November, was postponed after the JEM refused 
to participate over lack of rebel unity. Darfur peace talks resumed on 24 January in Doha, but by the 
end of the month there had been no direct communication between rebel groups and the 
government. However, with the additional pressure of the Chad agreement the Doha process 
produced a ceasefire between JEM and the government on 23 February.  
 
On 24 February, President Bashir announced the beginning of his presidential campaign in El Fashir 
in Darfur, and proclaimed that the “war in Darfur was over”; however, the agreement between the 
JEM and the government subsequently proved not to be durable and collapsed. 
 
As early as September 2009, the Sudanese Army and government militias had begun to attack the 
SLA-AW’s (Sudan Liberation Army – Abdul Wahid Al Nur) positions in Korma and Jebel Marra. 
Chadian rebels were also involved in this round of fighting. Since 2006, the largely inaccessible area 
of Jebel Marra and Korma has been under the control of rebel groups, such as the SLA, and has 
generally been a no-go zone for the Sudanese Army and the joint UN-AU peacekeeping mission, 
UNAMID. Parallel to Bashir’s campaign announcement, the SLA-AW announced that the Sudanese 
army had attacked its stronghold in the Jebel Marra. Since the beginning of the Darfur conflict, 
ethnic Fur have taken refuge in Jebel Marra. Though there has been little access to Jebel Marra and 
sporadic human rights monitoring reporting, it is estimated that fighting between the SLA-AW and 
Sudanese government displaced approximately 100,000 people, who are still starving and seeking 
refuge in the mountains. 
 
Clashes reignited in West Darfur in January and February, even before the JEM/NCP ceasefire 
agreement, which led to unconfirmed reports of 4,000 displaced and caused several communities to 
flee to areas south of the mountains in Nyertiti and Kass. An estimated 60,000 people are reported 
to be displaced around the hills of Kidingeer alone.  

 
The Sudanese government’s attacks at Jebel Marra occurred at an opportune time, when in-fighting 
between rebel groups in Jebel Marra was prominent and tensions between Fur from Jebel Marra 
and the lowlands areas were palpable. 3 When exactly the government offensive began, and how 
many militias were involved remains unclear. Attacks on villages, for the most part, appeared to be 
indiscriminate. However, towns with large markets have borne the brunt of the most destructive 
attacks, such as Feina, Labei, and Jawa, which had their markets completely destroyed.  Bro Basi 
village was simeoultaneously attacked by janjaweed and government forces on the ground, and 
bombed aerially by Antonovs. 

 
A March 2 update from the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) reported that 
large scale displacement had taken place in eastern Jebel Marra in South and North Darfur States, 
and in the western Jebel Marra and the Jebel Moon areas of West Darfur State. In North Darfur 
State, Aradeep, Katur, Fanga, and Gosdor were among the areas affected by the fighting. Food 
shortages were a serious concern in Gosdor. In early March, separate assessments by local NGOs, 
community leaders, the UN, and the Sudanese Government Humanitarian Aid Commission produced 
the following figures: 

                                                           
3
 Flint, Julie.“The War for Jebel Marra”, Making Sense of Sudan, 11 March 2010.  



 

¶ In Nertiti, an estimated 2,000 households newly arrived (UN/NGO joint assessment mission) 

¶ In Guldo, an estimated 3,000 IDPs had arrived in the village (community leaders) 

¶ In Thur, 1,760 households newly arrived (HAC)  
 

In a report published on 27 February, Professor Gamal Adam stated that attacks on towns such as 
Kidingeer, Laibei, Feina, Deribat, and Dobo were characterized by  

 
“continuous attacks from the air by helicopters and Antonov and MiG planes and by forces 
of infantrymen and janjaweed from the ground... Every single attack there is accompanied 
by hundreds of Arab men each of whom has at least three camels following the military 
vehicles. The government forces open fire indiscriminately on the villagers killing and 
wounding civilians. The survivors among the villagers just flee with the clothes they had on 
and leave everything behind”. 

 
On 2 May, JEM suspended its involvement in the Doha peace process to protest continuous aerial 
and ground assaults in Jebel Marra.  Since the signing of the peace agreement, JEM and the 
Sudanese government have clashed throughout Darfur. A recent statement by JEM criticized the role 
played by UNAMID in negotiations as compromising the role of the Joint Chief Mediator Djibril 
Bassolè. Currently, Sudanese stakeholders still involved in the Doha peace talks – namely the 
Liberation and Justice Movement (LJM) and the Sudanese government (who signed an agreement on 
18 March) – have endorsed a panel of six thematic issues to be negotiated, including power sharing 
and administrative status of Darfur, wealth sharing and land rights, compensation and refugee/IDP 
return, security arrangements, justice and reconciliation, and conflict resolution. Representatives of 
IDPs and refugees will be included in negotiations on issues of compensation. On 9 June 2010, a 
meeting was held in Nyala, Darfur and attended by UNAMID to consult with local civil society on the 
peace process and create large popular support amongst Darfuri communities. 
 
On 15 May, the Sudanese Army stated that they had killed over 100 members of the JEM in Jebel 
Moon, following suspension of the peace talks with JEM. JEM, however, stated that their troops had 
been withdrawn and redeployed in response to the Sudanese Army’s breach of the ceasefire.  

 
International Criminal Court Developments 

 

On 3 February, an International Criminal Court (ICC) Appeals Court ruled that the legal basis used by 
pre-trial judges to reject genocide charges against Bashir was wrong, opening the door to new 
genocide charges. A decision on the matter is expected shortly.  
 
 The Pre-Trial Chamber of the ICC issued a finding of non-cooperation against the government of 
Sudan on 26 May for the failure to arrest two suspected Darfur war criminals, Ahmad Muhammad 
Harun and Ali Muhammad Ali Abd-Al-Rahman (also referred to Ali Kushayb). The finding essentially 
stated that Sudan had violated UN Security Council Resolution 1593 which had ordered it to 
cooperate with the ICC and its investigations. The application by the office of the Prosecutor for such 
a finding was welcomed by the Centre as a possible step forward.  
 
The Kampala Review Conference, attended by more than 2,000 government delegates and 600 
NGOs also put renewed light on the ICC, and Sudan’s troubled relationship with it. On the eve of the 
Review Conference, four civil society activists and political commentators were prevented from 
participating. Salih Mahmoud Osman, a respected human rights lawyer, former Parliamentarian, and 
European Commission winner of the Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought;  Mariam Alsadig 
Almahadi, opposition politician and activist; and leading international lawyer Professor Dr. Albukhari 



Abdalla were detained at the Khartoum airport on 30 May while attempting to travel to Uganda. The 
three were taken off of the plane, their passports confiscated, and detained until their flight had left. 
Dr. Amin Mekki Medani, a respected human rights lawyer and former senior United Nations official 
was scheduled to leave later in the afternoon, but opted not to travel to Kampala as a result of the 
incident.  
 
On 16 June, Abdallah Banda Abakaer Nourain and Saleh Mohammed Jerbo Jamus, accused of 
committing war crimes in Darfur, arrived voluntarily at the Hague and will appear before the court 
for their first hearing on 17 June 2010. They stand accused of three counts of war crimes committed 
during the attack on AU peacekeepers at Haskanita carried out on 29 September 2007. The attack 
was allegedly carried out by the Sudanese Liberation Army-Unity with splinter forces of the JEM.  
 

UNAMID and UNMIS Developments  
 
On 18 January, Ashraf Qazi stepped down and was replaced with Haile Menkarios as UN Special 
Envoy to Sudan/UNMIS head. On 25 May, the United Nations Security Council opted to withdraw the 
MINURCAT force from Eastern Chad, entrusting civilian protection with the Chadian government. 
The mission will officially end on 31 December 2010. According to the UN resolution, the Chadian 
government will "assume full responsibility for the security and the protection of the civilian 
population in eastern Chad, including refugees, internally displaced persons, returnees and host 
communities, with a particular focus on women and children, United Nations and humanitarian 
personnel and assets". 
 
Increasingly, UNAMID peacekeepers have been targeted in Darfur. For example:  

o On 4-5 December 2009, five UNAMID soldiers were killed in North Darfur;  
o In April, four UNAMID peacekeepers were abducted (they were later released in May) 
o On 7 May, two UNAMID soldiers were killed in Darfur amidst fresh rounds of fighting. 

 
The UNMIS mission’s mandate was extended by the UN Security Council, and the mission was given 
a vital role in assisting in referendum preparations, though it remains to be seen whether it will be in 
a technical or monitoring capacity.  

Arbitrary Arrests and Ill-Treatment 

 

¶ On 2 December in South Darfur, the NISS arrested Tifour Al Amin, 29, an accredited Communist 
Party observer, while he monitored the Central Nyala Town registration centre at the Abo Sufian 
School. Prior to this, he had been arrested and detained for 12 hours on 4 November. He was 
released on 27 December after being subjected to torture and ill-treatment during his detention.   

¶ On 7 December, Muhnad Umar and Hazim Khalifa from the Music and Drama Institute were 
approached by security forces at Al Salaam Park near Il Fitihab Bridge in Omdurman. The two 
students had been distributing fliers for Girifna, a campaign for free elections. The security 
forces chased the two students, firing shots into the air in order to force them to stop. When the 
students stopped they were arrested. Their instruments, a flute and a bass guitar, were 
smashed. They were taken to NISS offices in Khartoum.   

¶ On 8 December, at the Al Kalakla court complex in Khartoum, three female lawyers Butheina 
Umar Al Sadiq, Randa Yousif, and Nafisa Al-Nur Hajar were arrested. The three were arrested for 
posting fliers on behalf of the Sudan Lawyers’ Democratic Front calling on lawyers to obtain 
certification and pay membership fees in order to vote in the Sudan Bar Association’s elections 
in January 2010. Judge Bashir Rahama ordered the arrest. The women were held by the police 
and interrogated, but released the same day without being charged. However, they were 



immediately re-rearrested outside of the police station by NISS agents and taken to an NISS 
office in the Abuadam area of Al Kalakla district.  

¶ On 11 December, security forces arrested four political activists and their driver from a Nyala 
market. The group had been publicising an opposition political parties’ alliance symposium. They 
were released into the custody of relatives the following day. The activists’ names are:  

o Abd Elmonim Abd El Hameed 
o Ala Eldein Alfadil,  Umma party 
o Intisar Abd Allah, Umma party 
o Ahmed Elsedig, SPLM 

 

¶ On 16 December, in Kosti, White Nile State, a symposium organised by the Sudan Monitor for 
Human Rights and the Sudanese Youth Union on elections and democratic transition was 
cancelled minutes before it was scheduled to begin. NISS officers broke up the symposium and 
dispersed the crowd gathered. Conference materials were confiscated. An organiser and 
member of the Sudanese Youth Union, Hatem Salah, was arrested by NISS officers. Mr. Salah 
was released following his interrogation, which was focused upon his human rights activities.  

¶ On 4 January, students from Shandi University, Northern Sudan, peacefully protested against 
health conditions. Police forces dispersed the demonstration, and assaulted the crowd using 
electrical batons, tear gas, and plastic bullets. 30 protestors were sent to the hospital. Others 
were beaten inside the police station during the investigations. One student, Mohamed Hamza, 
sustained a head injury at Shandi Police Station. 27 students were arrested, whose names are 
below:  

o Alhaj Izzeldein 
o Phillip Teah 
o Yousif Adam Mohamed 
o Ismail Hassan Ajeeb 
o Omer Abdelrahman 
o Omer Abd Allah 
o Mohamed Saad 
o Hassan Mustafa 
o Mohamed Hamza  
o Abd Alhaid Mohamed Omer  
o Gasim Elsaid Ahmed 
o Sharafeldien Rahma Alla Mohamed 
o Hassan Mamoun 
o Mohamed Almustafa 
o Mutaz Yahia 
o Abobakar Said Ahmed 
o Mohamed Salih  
o Issa Mohamed Ibrahim 
o Al Amin Ali Osman 
o Mohamed Abdulla Mohamed 
o Omer Al Said  
o Mahadi Mahmoud 

 
The students were released the following day, and filed a complaint to the police on their 
treatment while detained. At the time of writing, there had been no follow-up or progress on 
their case.  

¶ On 6 January, Wail Abd Eljaleel Karar, 23, was kidnapped by a group of armed men alleged to be 
members of security forces at 5:00 PM from the University of Khartoum at the Faculty of 
Science’s Mathematics gate. He was released that same evening at 9:15 PM near Hagar factories 



in Northern Khartoum. Before his release, he was tortured and subjected to ill treatment. His 
head was shaved and he was bitten and beaten by security agents.  

¶ On 16 January, human rights defender Abdel Amajeed Salih was released, after spending 6 
months and 15 days in Kober prison’s political security section (the same prison where the 
Darfuri students that were members of the United Popular Front, see below, were held). In his 
first week of detention, he was subjected to torture and ill-treatment.  Salih was not tried or nor 
charged with any crime during his six month detention. Upon his release, the NISS ordered him 
to report weekly to their offices and he reported receiving threatening phone calls.  

¶ On 13 February, the NISS arrested Assad Ali Abdel Aziz, a student at El Fashir University, after he 
participated in a political discussion at Nyala University. NISS agents took him to an unknown 
location and his whereabouts are still unknown.  

¶ On 25 March, NISS agents released three Darfuri students, who were part of a larger group of 
students arrested on 9 May 2009. None have been charged with any crime. They had been 
arrested from different universities in the Khartoum area and at the funeral of the Darfuris 
executed for the killing of Sudanese journalist Mohamed Taha Mohamed Ahmed in 2006. The 
entire group was subjected to torture before being transferred to Dabak Prison, where they 
were interrogated on their affiliation with Abdul Wahid Mohamed al Nur, a leader of the Sudan 
Liberation Movement.  The names of the released students are:  

o Mustafa Shirif Mohamed – West Darfur, Zalengei Town 
o Taha Mohamed Zakaria – West Darfur, El Geneina Town 
o Abdmonim Mohamed Ahmed – North Darfur, Kabakia Town 
 

The remaining members of the group remain in detention at Dabak Prison, and some have not 
been heard of in quite some time. They are: 

o Mohamed Isa Mohamed – North Darfur, El Fashir Town 
o Abdulhalim Mohamed Adam – South Darfur, Adila Area 
o Ibrahim Abkar Ibrahim – South Darfur, Nyala Town 
o Abdsalam Alshikh – South Darfur, Nyala Town 
o Alkhali Idris Mohamed – West Darfur, Wadi Salih Area 
o Hamid Mohamed Hamid – West Darfur, Zalengei Town 

 

¶ On 22 February, NISS agents arrested the human rights activist Taj Albanan Taj Alasfya from his 
office in the Imtedad area of Nyala, where he was working for the Justice Africa organisation. 
Security forces confiscated his books and papers. He was released on 24 February.  

¶ On 24 February, Hashim Mohamed Al Mahi, leader of the Baath Arab Socialist Party, was 
arrested by the Sudanese Security authorities. He was distributing flyers in Nyala stadium in 
South Darfur.  

¶ On 24 February, authorities in Nyala prevented members of the Popular Congress Party from 
holding any sort of political activities for their party in the area of Khazan Jedid, South Darfur. 
The security forces detained five men for over seven hours, where they were subjected to 
torture and ill-treatment. Their heads were shaved, and they were forced to sign an oath to not 
engage in any political activities for the Popular Congress Party. The detainees are: 

o Walied Abd Allah Mukhtar 
o Mohamed Abkorak Shomain 
o Mustafa Abkorah Shomain 
o Ahmed Abakur 
o Amena Mukhtar Abd Allah 

¶ On 10 March, the head of the Judiciary in Bahri Khartoum North, detained Mozdalifa Mohamed 
Osman, a journalist with Alahdath daily newspaper, without following legal procedures. Ms. 
Osman was detained following publication of  documents containing a internal request to the 
Khartoum State governor from the Head of Judiciary to apply stricter punishment for begging, 



which is currently punishable by 10 lashes. Ms. Osman received a phone call ordering her to go 
to the judiciary building in Bahri and meet the head of the Judiciary. Upon her arrival, she was 
ordered by the Head of the Judiciary to reveal the source of the document, and criticized for not 
coming to him before publishing the document.  

¶ On 4 March, police and security services in Khartoum broke up a peaceful election campaign 
held by Girifna at a bus stop in central Khartoum. Girifna was in the midst of conducting a 
massive voter education campaign across Sudan. Three members of Girifna were taken to 
Khartoum Shimal Police Station in Khartoum, and charged with creating a “public nuisance” 
under Article 77 of the Criminal Act of 1991. Their names are: 

o  Taj Alsir Jafar Taj lsir 
o  Abdallah Mahdi Badawi 
o  Hisham Mohamed Alhaj Omer 

¶ On 15 March, Abdallah Mahdi Badawi, an 18 year old accounting student at Ahlei University and 
member of Girifna was detained and tortured in Khartoum. He received a call from one of the 
group’s newest members “Hassan” who requested Mahdi meet him at Khartoum University to 
discus Girifna activities and plans. When Mahdi met him, Hassan was accompanied by another 
young man, and the three walked to a local café. On their way, in an empty alley behind the 
café, Hassan and the other man pulled out pistols and forced Mahdi to follow them to an office.  
He was taken to a small room and tortured. He was beaten by 13 men with sticks, hoses, and 
electric wires, and interrogated about GirifnaΩǎ activities and sources of funding. He was taunted 
as to what he was “fed up” about. The agents placed a pistol near his head and pretended to 
squeeze the trigger, and threatened to make him drink a liquid that they claimed contained a 
deadly virus. 

¶ On Thursday, 27 May, nine journalists working for the state-run media were detained for nearly 
a week after they refused to cover the inauguration of South Sudan’s President Salva Kiir. The 
journalists had been on strike from the State Southern Sudan Television station when the 
inauguration took place on 21 May. They were released on 7 June. Their names are: 

o Lily Nelson 
o Henry Jada John 
o Justin Jada Joseph 
o Lawrence Gabriel  
o Rael Paulino 
o Victor Levi 
o Idriss Adam 
o Busena Mohamed Sale 
o Charles Joseph 

 
 In the weeks leading up to the elections, several journalists were arrested and two independent 
radio stations broken into. The South Sudan Parliament has no legislation specially protecting 
journalists.  

¶ On 10 May, 14 heavily armed NISS agents in Khartoum invaded the house of Adam Ali in Al-Haj 
Yousif area in Khartoum North, and arrested three Darfuri students, named: 

o Mohamed Adam Ali (26 years old), graduate from the Sudan University of Science 
and Technology;  

o Abubaker Omer Ahmed (25 years old), an employee of the World Food Programme, 
Zalangei Office, and student at Omdurman Islamic University (Faculty of Arts); and 

o Hafiz Adam Ali (16 years old). 
A few hours later after the NISS’interrogation, Hafiz Adam was released and informed his family 
that he subjected to ill-treatment and torture. 



Deaths in Police Custody and Torture by Security Services 

 

¶ On 2 February, NISS agents arrested Mohamed Moussa Abdullag Bhr Elldeen, 25, a student in 
the University of Khartoum in the Faculty of Education. The following day, he was found dead in 
an abandoned building far from the University of Khartoum with obvious burns on his body and 
signs of torture. A week later, the Major Osman Abu Shanab, Maawia Alkamil, and Captain 
Mutasim were accused in Mohamed Moussa’s death. All of the men accused have a history of 
abuse: Major Osman Abu Shanab investigated the JEM attacks in Omdurman in 2008, Maawia 
Alkamil has been connected to the assassination of Al Gamali, and Captain Mutasim was 
responsible for the ill-treatment of activist Amar Nagma Eladin, who left Sudan for Australia. The 
NISS refused to release the investigative report of Mohamed Moussa’s detention to his family, 
and his family refused to accept his body. 

¶ On 21 February, Abdel Moniem Abdel-Hay, 43, from Hila Aljadeedah area in Khartoum, was 
killed by public order police while in custody in the Edaim area. He had been tied with chains, 
beaten, and kicked in his chest. Late on 19 February, there had been a fight between Abdel-Hay 
and his brother, Rabai Abdel-Hay, causing the family to call the police. The police arrived and 
separated the two men, fastening their hands and legs and beating them with thick hoses and 
sticks and kicking them on their chests. Abdel-Hay was denied medical treatment by a doctor in 
Ibrahim Malik Hospital. The family has filed a criminal case against the police. 

¶ On 28 March, Judge Gummaa Khamis of Khartoum Bahary Central Criminal Court dropped 
charges of murder against 10 public order policemen and ordered that they be released. This 
development came after the prosecutor chose not to deliver a letter initiating the investigation 
to the Ministry of Interior. The men were accused of killing Babiker Suliman and Mohamed Algili 
while in their custody in Alhaj Yusuf area of Khartoum. The two men were arrested in 19 March 
2009, and tortured and beaten in police custody. They died shortly afterwards in Alban Jail 
Hospital.  

Security Concerns and Humanitarian Access  

 
 In the past months, the overall humanitarian situation in Darfur has deteriorated due to high-
intensity conflict in the SLA-AW (Sudan Liberation Army – Abdul Wahid Al Nur) dominated Jebel 
Marra region.  

 
Humanitarian access remains difficult. On 20 January, the Sudanese Humanitarian Act Commission 
expelled 25 humanitarian organizations (working in both the North and South), under articles 14 (1c) 
and 27 (1) of the Voluntary Humanitarian Work Act of 2006 and Articles 22 and 25(f) of the 
Regulation on the Registration of Foreign Voluntary Work for 1999. Though the effects of expelling  
25 aid organisations could have been catastrophic, most of the groups were no longer operational in 
Sudan and had not renewed their registrations or submitted reports of their work, and thus their 
closures had little impact on the humanitarian situation. The groups are:  

o Counterpart International 
o Feed the Children 
o Food for the Hungry 
o Safe Harbor 
o The Halo Trust 
o Right to Play 
o Air Serve 
o Mercy International  
o Global Peace Mission 



o Population Media Center 
o Sudanese International Development & Relief Association 
o Royal Dutch Aid 
o Canadian Association for African Development 
o SPEG- Holland  
o Norwegian League for the Disabled 
o African Association for Development  
o Health Assistance for Children  
o Nabata Charitable Foundation 
o Impact 
o Cins-Italy 
o Ulfa Aid 
o Joint Projects Organization 
o Arabic Centre for Immigrant Labors 
o Tomp/Germany 
o Human Relief and Peace 

  
Throughout December, a series of serious human rights violations believed by the African Centre to 
be war crimes were committed by Chadian opposition groups in Darfur, in tactics reminiscent of 
methods employed by janjaweed militias. There have been several villages raided, property looted, 
and incidents of gender based violence. On 13 December, an unknown group of armed men killed 
two Fur high school students, named Abdulla Esmail and Abdulla Issa Abdulla, from Tournato village, 
on their way to pay their school fees at Kass High School in Darfur. On 23 December, four unknown 
armed men robbed and killed a Kabkabia High School teacher in Kabkabia Town in North Darfur 
State, named Abobakr Osman Joton, who was a member of the Tama Tribe. For further details on 
the names of villages destroyed and a timeline of the attacks, please see Chadian Opposition Forces 
Commit Serious Human Rights Abuses in Darfur.  
 
More generally throughout Darfur, several ambushes of humanitarian workers and UNAMID 
peacekeepers and incidents of intertribal fighting occurred, as well as indiscriminate bombings by 
the Sudanese Army.  

o On 16 February, unidentified gunmen opened fire on peacekeepers in Nyala, after the 
delivery of the first military helicopters which had been expected for two years. 

o Since 3 March, at least 21 people have been killed in clashes between rival Arab tribes in 
Darfur. 11 people died in fighting between the Misseriya and Nuwayba. The fighting is 
believed to have begun after a Sudanese Army soldier from the Misseriya tribe was 
killed in an ambush in February. The Misseriya blamed the Nuwayba tribe, demanding 
compensation.  

o On 6 March, an unknown armed group ambushed a 60 person UNAMID patrol on an 
assessment mission in Deribat. Two members were held overnight before being 
released, and were helped to return safely to their base by Darfuris. 

o On 27 April, aerial bombing occurred in El Geniena. The number of dead is in dispute, 
but includes children. In El Fashir, the markets were closed and people under curfew and 
blockade for two days. UNAMID, headquartered in El Fashir, did not respond, possibly 
due to the volatile nature of the situation and their mandate. The aerial bombing 
targeted Khazzan Wergeniga, a water reservoir where civilians take their livestock and 
where water is held during the dry season. Reportedly, the raid killed 25 civilians, 
wounded others, and killed many animals.  

o On 28 April, the Government of Sudan resumed bombing in West Darfur near Bagi Gargi 
Sudan Air Forces. At least 9 civilians were killed, including children. JEM sources said that 
their bases in the area were bombed. 

http://www.acjps.org/Publications/01-05-10ChadianOpposition.html
http://www.acjps.org/Publications/01-05-10ChadianOpposition.html


 
Communal violence in the South remained a significant concern; with several attacks occurring 
throughout the monitoring period. For example:  

o In January, 17 civilians were killed when armed communities resisted a disarmament 
campaign.  

o In January, at least 154 people were killed in the remote Tonj region and Jongelei state.  
o In February, over 52 people were killed in clashes between ethnic groups.  
o On 19 March, 13 people were killed in clashes between the South Sudan Army and 

northern nomadic tribes.  
o On 5 April, 26 people were killed in a livestock dispute in Warrap state.  
o On 23 April, 58 were reported to have been killed in fighting between Darfuri nomads 

and the South Sudan Army.  
 

The failed gubernatorial candidate General George Athor allegedly ordered an attack on a Jongelei 
Army base, killing eight. On 30 April, General Athor denied responsibility, but stated that he had 
formed a command of soldiers and demanded that the SPLM governor be withdrawn in Jongelei 
state. Further skirmishes between the SPLA and Athor’s forces were reported in May.   

Corruption 

 
The Human Rights Advocacy Network for Democracy (HAND) reported a large-scale state operated 
financial scheme in Souk Al-Moasir, “Pipes Market” in El Fashir, capital of North Darfur. Souk Al-
Moasir was established in August 2009 as a transactional market controlled by two NCP members in 
Darfur, Musa Sidig and Adam Ismail, who were also candidates during elections. Some influential 
government members in Khartoum and state government were also believed to be involved. Locals 
were promised high returns on their investments, including IDPs and the poor, some of whom sold 
all of their valuables to invest. There have been serious allegations that the market was designed by 
the central government to break down the regular market system in the area, in order to halt 
financial support to opposition groups.  
 
On 16 March, a Sudanese Minister issued an order to investigate 10 million missing Sudanese 
pounds from the Humanitarian Affairs Minister. The money had been allocated for rehabilitation and 
humanitarian support in Darfur.  

 
On 27 April, Governor Kibir issued a statement denouncing government involvement, and requesting 
victims to bring their claims to a special procedural court established in El Fashir. On 2 May, some 
victims organised a peaceful protest to submit a memorandum to the governor requesting that their 
assets be restored after more than 50 arrests were made in connection to the market. The police 
blocked the way to the governor’s residence and used light arms and machine guns, killing 17 and 
injuring over 200. The names of the dead taken to the El Fashir Civilian hospital were released, but 
not of those taken to the Military Hospital.   
 
Those killed according to records at the El Fashir Civilian Hospital are: 
 

o Hamada Adam Harega, 15, Al-Thoura South 
o Khalid Jumma Ahmed, 16, Al-Thoura 
o Al-Rashid Ismail Ali, 22, Khazan Jadeed 
o Hamdi Adam Hareer, 23, Al-Thoura, 
o Mohamed Abdullah, 19 
o Khalid Mustafa, 31 



o Manahil Ahmed, 18 
o Ramah Khalil Tirab, 18 

 
The names of those injured include: 
 

o Yahia Abdullah Saleh 
o Zakaria Awad Abdullah 
o Baraka Abdullah Baraka 
o Salah Ahmed El-Masani 
o Yassir Zakaria - El-Amal 
o Nur el-Deen Idires Jumma - El-Wahda 
o Abdulrhman Abu - El-Azama 
o Ahmed Abdullah Nahar - El-Wahda 
o Mohammed Surag Yousif - El-Thoura 
o Fakhri Ismail - El-Rihad 
o Mohammed Zakaria - El-Wahda 
o Anwar el-Tigani Abdulrhman - El-Wahda 
o Farouq Fargellah - El-Wahda 
o Abdulrhman Ishag Khamies - El-Wahda 
o El-Rayah Yousif Basheer - Kabkabiya 
o Abubaker Saleh Ali - Timanat 
o Ahmed Jumma Diraa - El-Thoura 
o Nur Ismail Saafi - El-Thoura 
o Khalid Ahmed Al-Saafi - El-Thoura 
o Hassab el-Nabi Ibrahim Bakhat 25, Dar el Salam 
o Al-Sayed Mukhtar Dagry 27, Dar el Salam 

 
On 3 May, the European Center for Constitutional and Human Rights filed a complaint against two 
executive members of the engineering company Lahmeyer International GmbH for their role in 
constructing the Merowe dam in Northern Sudan, which displaced over 4,700 families and flooded 
their land. Construction began even though resettlement plans had not been fully negotiaited with 
the affected population. The company continued its work even when it was evident that local 
communities were affected. A request from the UN Special Rapporteur for Adequate Housing was 
ignored.  

The Death Penalty and Unfair Trials 

 

¶ On 14 January, six Sudanese men were executed at Kober Prison, Khartoum North, for their 
alleged roles in the death of 13 policemen at the Suba Aradi IDP camp riots of 2005. The deaths 
occurred when police were attempting to evict the residents of the camp, all of whom were IDPs 
from South Sudan, the Nuba Mountains, South Kordofan, and Darfur. The police had fired 
indiscriminately into the crowd, and five civilians were killed. 13 officers were attacked and 
killed, and police forces later went door to door arresting whom they believed to be the 
perpetrators. During the investigation, the prosecutor accused 100 people, and dropped the 
charges against them after one year of detention. The group of six had been sentenced to death 
under Case 575 of 2005, and exhausted their appeals up to the constitutional court level. The 
initial judgment had come from Al Alzahary Criminal Court in Khartoum Town. The names of the 
executed are: 

o Paul John Kaw 
o Abd Elrahim Ali Al Rahama Mohamed 



o Idris Adam Alias 
o Nasr El Din Mohamed Ali Kadaka 
o Suliman Juma'a Awad Kambal, and  
o Badawi Hassan Ibrahim 
 

¶ On 19 January, Judge Mudather Elrasheed of the Khartoum North Criminal Court sentenced two 
members of JEM to death by hanging for their role in the May 2008 attack on Omdurman and 
Khartoum. This brought the total number of JEM affiliated individuals sentenced to death to 106. 
The two men, Abdullah Ali Adam and Elmardi Bakhiet, were sentenced under Articles 21, 24, and 
51 of the Anti-Terrorism Act, and Articles 6 and 24 of the Arms and Ammunition Act. Two 
additional members of JEM, named Abdulla Salih and Abdelrahman Idriss Usha, were sentenced 
to prison for five years and released due to old age, respectively. Charges were dropped against 
five members of JEM, named:  

o Jafar Abdulla Mustafa 
o Ibrahim Yahia Atiem 
o Yahia Ibarhim Yahia 
o Ishag Bally Mohamed 
o Bashair Adam Dawoub 

¶ On 20 January, Mdina Awad Ahmed and Shawty Makudah were sentenced to 100 lashes each by 
the Port Sudan Court in Red Sea State, Eastern Sudan. Ms. Ahmed and Mr. Makudah were found 
guilty of adultery under Article 146 of the Sudanese Criminal Act of 1991. Judge Mamoun Awad 
sentenced each to 100 lashes, despite Ms. Ahmed’s pregnancy, which was noted in the medical 
report attached to the trial record. The penalty of flogging for Ms. Ahmed is in contradiction to 
Sudanese law, which does not allow pregnant women to be flogged. 

 
On 15 March, Sudanese authorities allegedly rearrested 15 members of the JEM. According to JEM, 
the detainees were arrested after they were released by President Bashir following the 23 February 
ceasefire between JEM and the NCP that was to release 30% of JEM detainees in Khartoum. 
Sudanese authorities were to release 57 out of 105 detainees, all of whom were sentenced to death 
for their roles in the attack of JEM on Khartoum and Omdurman on 10 May 2008. Only 50 detainees 
were released on the 24th of February. The Government of Sudan had called for the release of the 
detainees in the ceasefire of 23 February in Doha.  
 
The JEM delegation contacted the International Committee of the Red Cross to organise an 
exchange of detainees on 24 February, but the organisation did not come. On 27 March, the ICRC 
team finally visited the released detainees, and gave them assistance, though they did not complete 
medical checks. The ICRC stated that the NCP blocked their transportation of the JEM detainees, and 
told them not to carry out the mission until there is a peace deal in Doha. Those who have been 
released lack medical treatment and freedom of movement as they have no documentation and 
legal protection, and many have gone into hiding following the collapse of the Doha talks.  
 
In another contract with ICRC, the JEM indicated that they were willing to release 60 Sudanese 
Armed Forces detainees and requested the ICRC come to Jebel Moon to receive the soldiers. ICRC 
said that they could not, as there was no airstrip and little access by road. The JEM stated that they 
could then be exchanged in El Geneina Town; however, the ICRC cannot do so until they receive the 
greenlight from the Sudanese government. 
 
 
 
 
 



Freedom of Expression 

 

¶ The Human Rights Network made a statement condemning the arrest and beating of the 
following journalists by the Sudanese authorities 

o Butros Yagoub, Ajras Alhurria newspaper 
o Atim Saimon, Al Akbar newspaper 
o Gmar Dlman, Ajras Alhurria newspaper 
o Hnadi Osman, Arai Alaam newspaper 
o Dura Gambo, Alahdath newspaper 

 

¶ On 11 December, police authorities in Nyala banned an elections education meeting organised 
by opposition parties. The next day, security forces prevented the group from holding a press 
conference in the Umma party offices in Nyala. The political parties intended to use the press 
conference to clarify publicly the reasons for the meetings cancellation, but security forces 
ordered all the reporters to leave. 

¶ On 14 December, Sudanese security forces dispersed a peaceful protest organised by the Juba 
Declaration Forces, and aimed at presenting a petition to parliament detailing needed legislative 
changes and demanding the establishment of an enabling environment for free and fair national 
elections. The crowd was disbursed using tear gas and rubber bullets which led to at least seven 
people being seriously injured. People were pursued into private homes, pulled out and forced 
to sit down and be beaten. Several journalists were arrested, and reportedly beaten in police 
custody. Other journalists reported their cameras and equipment confiscated. Parallel 
demonstrations in other cities, such as Atbara in North Sudan and Sinja, Blue Nile, were also 
disrupted and arrests took place.  

¶ On 16 December, four NISS agents entered the Kosti Club in White Nile State, where a forum on 
the freedom of the media during the election period was to take place. The forum was cancelled 
after the agents switched off all the lights and asked for the keys of the club. One participant, Ali 
Hamed, was threatened while outside talking on his mobile phone. 

¶ On 16 December, the Umma party in Kosti Town, White Nile State, sent an application to the 
police commissioner to inform them that they wanted to hold a public forum on the following 
day. The police commissioner responded that they received information from NISS asking him 
not to allow the Umma party to hold a forum for security reasons.  

¶ On 20 December, the National Election Commission in South Darfur, Nyala town filed a case 
against Abdulsalam Abdalla Abdulsalam in the Central Police station under case 5674 – 2009 and 
under Article 159 of the 1991 Sudanese Criminal Code. He was accused of defamation after he 
stated to a Korean newspaper that the NEC was not neutral. He was later released.   

¶ On 20 December, the NISS cancelled a political forum organised by a coalition of eight political 
parties in El Geneina,West  Darfur. They also cancelled a press conference addressing the 
cancellation to be held in the SPLM’s headquarters on 22 December. The coalition included 
members of the following parties: 

o Umma party 
o Federal Umma party 
o Sudan Peoples’ Liberation Army 
o Sudan Liberation Army/Minawi 
o Sudan Liberation Army/Adelmageed Emam 
o Popular Congress 
o Union Democracy Party 
o Arab Socialist Party 

¶ On 19 January, supporters of an independent gubernatorial candidate from the Amarar ethnic 
group in Red Sea State, Hamad Mohammad Ali, organised a peaceful demonstration and rally in 
support of his candidacy. Mr. Ali had been a member of the NCP, but when he did not receive his 



party’s nomination for governor he began to campaign independently. The protests were soon 
curbed by police on the pretext that Mr. Ali’s supporters had not applied for a permit to 
demonstrate, and the crowds were dispersed using tear gas, electrical batons, and water hoses. 
Mr. Hamad claims that the authorities in Red Sea State denied his supporters a permit to 
demonstrate despite the fact that supporters of the incumbent NCP Governor, Mohamed Tahir 
Ella, were permitted to do so. Further reports from Port Sudan indicated that Governor Ella’s 
campaign has exploited state resources to mobilise support, for example using government 
vehicles for demonstrations in Port Sudan.  

¶ On 29 January, the first Deputy Attorney General for Press and Publications issued an internal 
circular to all newspapers to not publish any information regarding the electronic waste case. 
Many daily newspapers had published stories about 36 ministers involved in the exportation of 
electronic waste when the Secretary General for Communications and Information Technology 
revealed that many containers of electronic waste had been exported from Europe and were 
now in Port Sudan. The Attorney General for Consumer Protection is reportedly investigating the 
case. 

¶ On 22 February, the NISS shut down the office of the Strategic Initiative for Women in the Horn 
of Africa (SIHA) in Nyala. The action followed a training held in conjunction with the Alkatim 
Adlan Centre for Enlightment and Human Development (KACE). SIHA’s staff was interrogated on 
their relationship with KACE and a book published by its director Dr. Albaquir al Afif. The NISS 
investigated Ms. Mashair, a local officer of SIHA, for two hours before she was released from the 
NISS’ offices. 

¶ On 23 March, security forces interfered with the Popular Conference Party holding its political 
meeting at Alhalfaya area, Khartoum North, and prevented one of their speakers, Almahbob Abd 
Elsalam from giving his speech, despite that the organisers had obtained all the necessary 
permissions from the authorities. The agents confiscated the sound system speakers and left.  

¶ On 23 March, police forces in Upper Nile state, in Jazeera Mograt and Abo Hamed locality, 
dispersed two political symposia organised by the Umma Party for Reforming and Renewing, 
after the NCP supporters began to harass participants repeating supportive slogans for NCP 
presidential candidates in loud voices. In Jazeera Mograt, NCP supporters attacked people 
during the symposium, while attacks began in Abo Hamed before the symposium began.  

¶ On 26 March, the Port Sudan locality refused to provide the independent candidate for the state 
governor position Abd Allah Abo Fatima permission to hold a political meeting about his at the 
graduation club in Port Sudan city. 

¶ On 9 May the editor of Ajras Alhurria, Faiz Sheikh Alcelik, was summoned to the criminal court of 
Khartoum North on the grounds of the complaint raised by NISS against him and Alhaj Warag. 
They were accused under Article 66 of the Criminal Code 1991 and Articles 24 and 26 of the 
Press and Publications Act of 2008, concerning publishing false news and the diminution of the 
prestige of the state, respectively. The hearing was adjourned till 16 May, due to the absence of 
Alhaj Warrag. 

¶ On 4 May, the Council of Press and Publications suspended Ajras Alhurria and Al-Ahram. 

¶ On 13 May, NISS agents refused to grant the Tayba Press to hold a scheduled symposium at 
Sharjah Hall called “Oil in the Equation of Unity and Separation”. 

¶ On 17 May, police forces dispersed a demonstration led by PCP supporters at the University of 
Sudan protesting the arrest of Turabi. The police brutally suppressed the demonstration, 
arresting Hisham Osman, a student at the Sudan University College of Engineering.   

¶ On 26 May, Al Sudani, Al Sahafa, and Ajras Alhurria reported that the NISS had taken to a pre-
press censorship, in which they called newspapers editors late in the evening and threatened 
them not to publish articles. In this instance, articles regarding Turabi, JEM, and the prevention 
of Salih Mahmoud Osman, Mariam Alsadig Almahadi, and Dr. Albukhari Abdalla from travelling 
to the ICC Review Conference were targetted. The NISS also ordered that all newspapers not 
publish a paid announcement calling for the release of Turabi and the Rai Alshaab journalists.  


